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Project: 101157414 — LILAS4SOILS — HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01 

Call for Farmers to contribute to the LILAS4SOILS Project
Project overview
Climate change has a significant impact on agricultural soils which are highly vulnerable to degradation and desertification, particularly in the southern regions of the European Union. The Mediterranean region is essential for the whole EU agriculture and food systems, but it is also warming 20% faster than the global average. If climate change is not mitigated, yields of crops like wheat, maize and sugar beet could decrease in southern EU by up to 50 % by 2050. Although agriculture has been identified as a significant contributor to GHG emissions (13% of EU total emissions), it is also one of the sectors with the biggest potential to adapt to and mitigate climate change. In this sense, Carbon Farming appears as a promising solution for soil health and for the sustainability of EU agriculture.
EIT Food South is the Coordinator of the Horizon Europe-funded project “LILAS4SOILS. Fostering Carbon Farming Practices through Living Labs in the Mediterranean & Southern EU for the healthy future of European soils”. LILAS4SOILS will put in place 5 Living Labs (LLs) in 6 countries – Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, Greece and Israel - to promote the collaboration among farmers, agri-food businesses, researchers and local authorities to co-create and implement Carbon Farming Practices (CFPs) in 85-100 demo-sites. 
Carbon farming refers to a range of farm management practices that lead to carbon sequestration and storage, including the management of both land and livestock, all pools of carbon in soils, materials, and vegetation, plus fluxes of CO2, CH4, and N2O, fixing and maintaining carbon in soils. Carbon farming also refers to the business model that aims to upscale climate mitigation by paying farmers to implement climate-friendly farm management practices, whose efficiency is normally measured through the accumulation of organic carbon in the soil. It opens a new market of ‘carbon credits’, thus a source of both economic and environmental benefits for the agriculture sector, where farmers can be rewarded for applying sustainable farming practices. To 1) upscale carbon farming, to 2) support the upcoming EU carbon regulatory and certification framework, and to 3) establish long-term business perspectives, it will be essential to reliably quantify Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) changes. 
LILAS4SOILS will focus on the following CFPs divided into 5 categories:
	CFP Category
	CFP

	Peatland management
	1. Keeping existing peatlands wet to avoid emissions
2. Rewetting and restoring previously drained peatlands
3. Adapting the management of drained peatlands in productive use that cannot be rewetted

	Agroforestry
	4. Increasing silvoarable and silvopastoral systems
5. Hedgerow or field boundary tree cover

	Livestock and manure management
	6. Directly reducing enteric methane (including feed additives and improved feed digestibility/efficiency)
7. Reducing NO emissions through manure management (including manure storage and processing, anaerobic digestion and bio methane, and cover cropping)
8. Efficiency improvements including animal management to improve productivity (through herd management and feed management)
9. Animal fertility improvements
10. Grazing and grassland management
11. Manure incorporation into soil

	Nutrient management
	12. Improving nutrient planning
13. Improving timing and application
14. Use of nitrification inhibitors

	Maintaining soil organic carbon
	15. Cover cropping
16. Improved crop rotations
17. Maintaining grassland without ploughing up
18. Conversion from arable land to grassland
19. Organic farming
20. Management of grazing land and grassland
21. Reduced soil disturbance (from minimum tillage to no-till)



During the project preparation, 35 farmers have been selected to participate in the project, namely, to:
a. co-create and implement CFPs, 
b. measure the impact on SOC and 
c. design sustainable business models. 
With this Open Call, LILAS4SOILS aims to select 50 additional farmers. Selected farmers will be compensated for their efforts in the project with 5,000 euros/year over a period of 3 years. Access to this support requires farmers to adhere to the commitments listed in Section 2. 
Information on the selection process and how to apply can be found below. For further information, please contact: 
· LILAS4SOILS Coordinator – Sonia Pietosi (Sonia.pietosi@eitfood.eu) 
· France Living Lab Coordinator – Romane Bizieau (romane.bizieau@agrisudouest.com), Nicolas Nguyen The (nicolas.nguyen-the@agrisudouest.com)
· Greece Living Lab Coordinator – Thomas Bartzanas (t.bartzanas@aua.gr)
· Israel Living Lab Coordinator – Ori Ben - Herzel (oribh@migal.org.il), Eric Benmeir (ericbk@migal.org.il)
· Italy Living Lab Coordinator – Andrea Fiorini (andrea.fiorini@unicatt.it), Nicolaj Franceschi (nicolaj.franceschi@unicatt.it)
· Portugal Living Lab Coordinator – David Miguel Ribeiro Vieira Santos (david.santos@food4sustainability.org), Margarida Palma (margarida.palma@food4sustainability.org)
· Spain Living Lab Coordinator - María Alonso Ayuso (maria.alonso@itacyl.es), Carmen Asensio (asesanmr@itacyl.es)


About EIT Food 
EIT Food is Europe’s leading food innovation initiative working to make the food system more sustainable, healthy and trusted. We work with over 200 of Europe’s leading businesses, universities and research centres to help them bring about this change. Our activities cover the entire food chain from farm production to consumer eating habits to waste treatment, and we focus on 4 main areas: innovation, education, consumer engagement and entrepreneurship. EIT Food operates through a Mission-led approach, which puts improving outcomes for people and planet at the starting point for our work. Our three missions are: Healthier Lives Through Food, Reducing Risk for a Fair and Resilient Food System, Net Zero Food System. LILAS4SOILS will contribute to EIT Food’s Net Zero Food System mission. The project will contribute to measuring and quantifying the change in CO2 equivalent emissions from the implementation of Carbon Farming Practices and contribute to establishing regenerative agriculture as a commercially viable option.
About LILAS4SOILS Living Lab Leaders in your country: 
France – Agri Sud-Ouest Innovation (ASOI) is a competitiveness cluster. It is therefore first and foremost a local network located in the 2 regions of Occitanie and Nouvelle-Aquitaine (South of France), comprising some 400 organizations, mainly companies (especially SMEs) but also research and training bodies, local authorities and a few other professional organizations. With its diversity of memberships, ASOI is a strategic leader in setting up and coordinating the French LL. 
Greece – Agricultural University of Athens (AUA) is a university in agricultural sciences with previous experience as leader or partner in more than 200 EU projects. True to its traditional role of responding to the productive and developmental needs of the Greek economy and society, the AUA intervenes and develops in line with the development and orientation of modern education and science. The university stays closely connected to farmers, researchers, and other key stakeholders, offering solutions to challenges in the agri-nutrition sector. With two experimental sites in Greece, advanced labs, sensors, and systems to monitor greenhouse gas emissions and climate data in crops, AUA works with farmers, researchers, and other key stakeholders to advance carbon farming practices. Additionally, AUA is deeply involved in soil analysis, supporting research on carbon sequestration in agriculture.
Israel - MIGAL Galilee Research Institute is a multidisciplinary applied research centre specializing in agriculture, food science, environmental sustainability, and biotechnology. Established to drive scientific innovation and economic growth in Israel’s northern region, MIGAL collaborates with leading academic institutions, government agencies, and industry partners to develop cutting-edge solutions for global challenges in agriculture, climate resilience, and food security. With state-of-the-art research facilities, experimental farms, and advanced laboratories, MIGAL conducts groundbreaking research in soil health, carbon sequestration, agrivoltaics, and regenerative agriculture, integrating innovative technologies such as remote sensing, AI-driven data analysis, and microbial applications. The institute plays a key role in promoting knowledge transfer and commercialization, successfully translating research into practical applications that benefit both local and international agricultural sectors. 
Italy – Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (UNICATT) is a university with over 20 years of experience in EU-funded projects, specializing in the coordination and development of a robust platform connecting farmers, researchers, and other key stakeholders committed to advancing carbon farming practices. This extensive network has contributed to the creation of the IT Living Lab, known as the SHARE Innovation Lab, which serves as a hub for innovation and collaboration in sustainable agriculture. Additionally, the University is deeply involved in conducting comprehensive soil physico-chemical and biological analyses, supporting research that underpins the science of carbon sequestration in agricultural systems.
Portugal – Food4Sustainability (F4S) is a non-profit association based in the rural region of Idanha-a-Nova, Castelo Branco, Portugal. It is dedicated to the promotion of agriculture practices that maintain and/or improve soil health. This is translated into actions on three different fronts: research projects, farmer’s services (soil analysis, consultancy, among others) and farmer training workshops. F4S has a laboratory equipped with state-of-the-art equipment to sequence and analyse soil DNA in order to create reports that build on this information to suggest improvements in the farm. 
Spain – Instituto Tecnológico Agrario de Castilla y León (ITACyL) is a regional research and technology organisation (RTO) working in close connections with farmers, end-users and other agri-food stakeholders to promote innovation and technological development in the agricultural sector and processing industries in Castilla y León (Spain). It is involved in research and development, quality certification, and infrastructure development initiatives.


Farmers’ commitment 
Selected farmers are expected to commit to the following conditions: 
a. Provide a field of a minimum size of 1 ha for the implementation of Carbon Farming Practices
b. Provide historical data on the identified field such as production history and farming practices (i.e. fertilization and amendments, irrigation practices, tillage practices, crop rotations), and previous soil analysis 
c. Discuss and agree with LILAS4SOILS Living Lab Leaders on which CFPs will be applied and maintain the agreed practices during the life of the project (3 to 4 years)
d. Work with the LILAS4SOILS Living Lab Leaders to collect soil health monitoring data and provide updates/feedback on the application of CFPs to adapt the project activities as needed (e.g. adjust timings of sampling, change combination of CFP applied, etc.)
e. Agree to share soil monitoring data in an anonymised way for learning and dissemination purposes 
f. Provide access to the site(s) to selected companies specialised in Monitoring Reporting and Verification (MRV) of SOC to test their technology and provide related data
g. Participate in person to workshops or meetings organised by the Living Labs to exchange practices and experiences (estimated to 2 events per year) with other farmers and stakeholders
h. If selected as Lighthouse (i.e. sites for demonstration of best practices), lead field visits for training, peer-to-peer learning and communication related to improving soil health. 
Selection criteria 
a. Registered company located in a LILAS4SOILS country (France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Portugal, Spain)
b. Minimum 1 ha of land must be dedicated to the application of Carbon Farming Practices
c. Farm or field selected for Carbon Farming must be located in the regions of the LILAS4SOILS Living Lab (see annex 1)
a. A degree of familiarity with regenerative agriculture and carbon farming is desirable and will be preferred 
b. Farmers whose main source of income comes from farming (“professional farmers”) will be preferred 
c. Farmers that have experience with peer-to-peer learning and knowledge sharing initiatives will be preferred
Selection process
Interested farmers are invited to submit their applications by 16th May 2025 (23:59 PM CET), using this link “LILAS4SOILS Farmers’ Selection Application Form”. You will be able to complete the form in your language. Incomplete applications or applications that do not comply with the selection criteria will be automatically rejected. Complete applications will be notified of their acceptance and evaluated by a committee including representatives of EIT Food, Living Lab Leaders in each country and an external evaluator. The evaluation committee reserves the right to select a group of farmers that represent a mix of cropping systems and farming practices that complements the current LILAS4SOILS sites and helps achieve the goals of the. EIT Food reserves the right to relaunch the call if the present selection process would not yield satisfactory results. 
The selection process will consist of three stages: 
1. The evaluation committee will shortlist farmers based on the application; 
2. Living Lab Leaders will contact shortlisted farmers for a phone interview to clarify or collect additional information;
3. Living Lab leaders will visit the fields of farmers selected after the phone interviews to assess the carbon sequestration potential of the farm. 
All applications will be evaluated using transparent selection criteria and the results of the call will be directly communicated to all farmers participating in the call. The selected farmers will be required to sign an agreement with EIT Food in English. Translations in national languages will be provided as reference. 
Table 1 Selection timeline
	Stage 
	Date 

	Open call launched
	10th March 2025

	Application deadline 
	16th May 2025 

	Announcement of shortlisted farmers 
	6th June 2025

	Interviews and field visits 
	9th June – 18th July 2025

	Announcement of selected farmers 
	1st August 2025

	MoU signed
	By 30th September




Annex 1 - Eligible Regions for LILAS4SOILS Project Participation 
Farm or field selected for Carbon Farming must be located in the regions
· Greece: all regions 
· France: Occitanie, PACA and Nouvelle-Aquitaine 
· Israel: 
· Northern District: Western, Upper and Lower Galilee, Jezreel, Beit She'an and Jordan Valleys
· Haifa District: Haifa and the Krayot, Carmel Region, Northern Coastal Plain
· Central District: Sharon Region, Shfela (Lowlands), Tel Aviv Metropolitan Area
· Jerusalem District: Western Jerusalem and neighbourhoods within the Green Line
· Southern District: Negev Region, Eshkol Regional Area, Southern Coastal Plain
· Non-Eligible Areas (Not Covered by EU Funding): West Bank (Judea and Samaria), East Jerusalem and Golan Heights
· Italy: Po valley (Pianura Padano-Veneta)
· Portugal: Beira Baixa; fields located closer to Spain/Portugal border would be preferred
· Spain: Castilla y Leon; fields located closer to Spain/Portugal border would be preferred






Annex 2 - LILAS4SOILS Farmers Selection Application Form 
LILAS4SOILS fosters Carbon Farming through Living Labs in the Mediterranean & Southern EU for the healthy future of European soils. LILAS4SOILS established 5 Living Labs (LLs) in 6 countries – Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, Greece and Israel - to promote the collaboration among farmers, agri-food businesses, researchers and local authorities to co-create and implement Carbon Farming Practices (CFPs) in 100 demo-sites. 
With this Open Call, LILAS4SOILS aims to select 50 farmers to participate in the project, namely, to co-create and implement CFPs, measure the impact on Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) and design sustainable business models. Please fill in the application form by 16th May 2025, ensuring that all fields are completed. Incomplete applications or sent after the deadline will be rejected. Please do not provide further supporting documents and capture all relevant information in this form.
1. Name of the company
2. Legal form
3. Registration number
4. Office address (street, city, country)
5. Year of establishment
6. Total number of employees
7. Is farming your main source of income		Y 		N
8. Name of contact person
9. Position
10. Email
11. Phone number
12. Location of the field that you intend to dedicate to the project (municipality and GPS coordinates)
13. Size of the field dedicated to the project (min 1ha)
14. Provide a brief description of farming activities and practices in the selected field 
a. Farming practice history of the plot 
b. Productive history of the plot (Crop yield indicators, e.g. biomass/ha, net product/ha)
c. Productive cycle of the plot (Expected time for sowing, fertilization, harvesting, rotating animals, etc during the production cycle of the crop(s) and/or animals)
d. Previous soil analysis data (if available) (Like physical-chemical parameters, to establish history and have more data points for models)
15. Describe what challenges you have with soil health 
16. Describe your experience with regenerative agriculture and carbon farming 
a. Have you ever applied organic/regenerative/carbon farming practices? 
b. If so, which ones and for how long? 
c. What was your experience? 
d. Have you already invested in the equipment and materials needed to implement carbon farming?
17. Please tick the specific CFPs you would like to apply in your field (up to 5 CFPs)
	CFP Category
	CFP

	Peatland management
	1. Keeping existing peatlands wet to avoid emissions
2. Rewetting and restoring previously drained peatlands
3. Adapting the management of drained peatlands in productive use that cannot be rewetted

	Agroforestry
	4. Increasing silvoarable and silvopastoral systems
5. Hedgerow or field boundary tree cover

	Livestock and manure management
	6. Directly reducing enteric methane (including feed additives and improved feed digestibility/efficiency)
7. Reducing NO emissions through manure management (including manure storage and processing, anaerobic digestion and bio methane, and cover cropping)
8. Efficiency improvements including animal management to improve productivity (through herd management and feed management)
9. Animal fertility improvements
10. Grazing and grassland management
11. Manure incorporation into soil

	Nutrient management
	12. Improving nutrient planning
13. Improving timing and application
14. Use of nitrification inhibitors

	Maintaining soil organic carbon
	15. Cover cropping
16. Improved crop rotations
17. Maintaining grassland without ploughing up
18. Conversion from arable land to grassland
19. Organic farming
20. Management of grazing land and grassland
21. Reduced soil disturbance (from minimum tillage to no-till)



18. How do you plan to apply the selected CFPs?
19. Did you participate to previous research projects?
20. Do you have any experience with peer-to-peer learning, results dissemination and other communication activities 
21. How do you ensure the ethical management of your farm? 

By submitting this application form, I confirm that the information provided above correctly represents the scope of activities and plans of my organisation. I give consent for the application to be processed by EIT Food, the LILAS4SOILS Consortium partner and the independent evaluators involved in the evaluation process, and I am willing to cooperate to provide further information or documents confirming the facts presented above. If selected, I declare the willingness to act as a contributor of the LILAS4SOILS project based on conditions described in the “Call for Farmers to contribute to the LILAS4SOILS Project”. 
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