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Call for Expert Advisors and Administrative and consulting support experts in Regenerative Agriculture 

EIT Food is Europe’s leading food innovation initiative working to make the food system more sustainable, healthy and trusted. We work with over 200 of Europe’s leading businesses, universities and research centers to help them bring about this change. Our activities cover the entire food chain from farm production to consumer eating habits to waste treatment, and we focus on 4 main areas: innovation, education, consumer engagement and entrepreneurship.  
As part of its mission to make food systems more sustainable and healthier, EIT Food created the Regenerative Agriculture Programme, one of whose main aims is to help farmers in Southern Europe learn about and transition to more sustainable methods of agriculture. We have focused on the Mediterranean because farmers in this region have been disproportionately hurt by climate change and conventional agricultural practices and are suffering from impoverished soils, water scarcity, erosion, lack of biodiversity and lower yields. These environmental problems have been aggravated by the high cost of agriculture inputs, low food prices and increased debt, all of which have left farmers struggling for their financial survival.
To revert these trends and help bring about the The Regenerative Agriculture Program, we are focusing our efforts in four key areas:
1. Supporting European farmers to transition to regenerative agriculture. EIT Food offers innovative farmers in Southern Europe a comprehensive training program that helps them learn about and then apply the principles of regenerative agriculture on their farms. The most promising farmers on the training courses are welcomed to a 3-year regenerative agriculture transition programme, guided by our regenerative advisors. 
2. Monitoring ecosystem improvements. We are measuring over diverse parameters on the farms in our program in order to better understand the impact of regenerative farming practices on soil health, biodiversity and farmer income. By tracking these parameters over time we hope to prove that regenerative agriculture is not only good for farmers, but that it can contribute to mitigating climate change and its effects on the environment.
3. Helping the public see the health and environmental benefits of regenerative agriculture. For farmers to adopt regenerative agriculture it is essential that the European public understand and appreciate what they are doing and how it benefits the environment and our health. Through compelling research and powerful storytelling, we are explaining the connection between soil, health and human health.
4. Working with agrifood companies to transition their supply to regenerative agriculture. The full potential of regenerative agriculture will be achieved when agrifood companies change their food sourcing strategies. EIT Food is working closely with its partners and other agrifood business to help train producers in their supply networks and design procurement strategies that encourage the adoption of regenerative farming practices. 
To carry out the first activity we are looking for Farmer advisors (LOT 1) and administrative and consulting support experts (LOT 2) in regenerative agriculture and animal husbandry to train and advise producers in Spain, Portugal and Italy interested in learning how to farm more sustainably.
For more information about our activities, please visit our website: The Regenerative Agriculture Program.
LOT 1. Profile of Farmer advisor and Administrative and consulting support expert
1. Requirements for the Farmer advisor
· Thorough knowledge of regenerative farming methods: 
· Cover crops and crop rotation
· Minimum soil disturbance
· Less or no use of chemical inputs (pesticides, herbicides y fertilizers)
· Polyfarming
· Holistic management
· Grazing and livestock management
· CAP and other public funding mechanisms
· Minimum of 3-years’ experience advising farmers on regenerative and conservative agriculture practices.
· Experience in teaching regenerative and conservative agriculture to farmers in a classroom setting.
· Training in agronomy or other field relevant to regenerative agriculture.
· Available to teach and consult in Spain, Portugal or Italy through the end of 2025.
· Ability to speak both English and the native language of the farmers in your country
· Good communication and people skills.
· Flexible and practical approach to problem solving.
· Applicants can be individual advisors or agronomic consulting companies. 
2. Responsibilities of Farmer advisor 
The advisor is expected to have the capabilities to deliver any of the following tasks related to the Project:
2.1. Advise producers enrolled in EIT Food’s regenerative agriculture advisory program. This advice will include:
· Min. 2 and max. 3 visits per year per farm (involved in the program),
· Remote advice by email, phone or videoconference,
· Support producers in the elaboration of the drafting of their Regenerative Agriculture Transition Plan,
· Ensure that necessary soil and biodiversity measurements are taken on the farms under advisory, and the specific data collection has been carried out (the corresponding information on the required metrics and tools will be included in MoU), that will include:
· Cool Farm Tool: data collection for carbon footprint, biodiversity, water use monitoring;
· Farm Assessment Tool (FAT): questionnaire for regenerative agriculture;
· SAI specific metrics: data collection on the soil, biodiversity, water, wellbeing and financial data;
· Improvin’ platform: benchmarking key soil health results.
· Provide with the baseline assessment data for each farm the advisor is in charge of for previous years (from 2023), the corresponding tables to be completed will be included in MoU.
· Reporting advisory activities (visits, remote consultations, measurments) to the Project Manager,
2.2. Collaborate with EIT Food in the production of communication material to engage European farmers, consumers and other stakeholders. This involvement could include 
· providing technical advice, 
· appearing in videos, interviews or articles or 
· disseminating content through trainer’s professional network.
2.3. Coordinate the collection and sending of soil samples from farms on EIT Food’s program to laboratories.
2.4. Collaborate with EIT Food in supporting and providing the necessary collected data and measurements from the farms involved in the RAW program to the administrative and consulting support organization/individual that will be involved in the data analysis, reporting, documentation and corresponding to the RAW program invoices collection.
2.5. Assist and advise the Project Manager in research projects that EIT Food is conducting to analyze the relationship between regenerative agriculture practices, soil health and nutrition.
2.6. Support EIT Food in supervising the work of other advisors in regenerative agriculture projects with cooperatives, corporates or other entities at EU level.
2.7. Participate in events organized by EIT Food related to entrepreneurship or innovation in which expertise in agriculture is needed. EIT Food expects from the advisor to have regular conversations and respond punctually to request for information.
LOT 2. Administrative and consulting support expert
1. Requirements for the Administrative and consulting support expert
· Three or more years of experience of data processing and analytics, as well as accounting.
· Proven analytics skills, including mining, evaluation, and visualization.
· Technical writing experience in relevant areas, including queries, reports, and presentations.
· Strong experience of work with SQL/Excel and/or other analytics tools.
· Strong attention to detail to keep accurate accounting entries.
· Solid organizational skills to keep track of invoices and documents.
· Great professional communication skills to work with different advisors involved in the program.
· Knowledge of data entry for record keeping.
· General administrative skills, including managing emails and accounting books.
2. Responsibilities of Administrative and consulting support expert
2.1. Data analysis and visualisation:
· Provide descriptive overview (program performance data visualization) and grounded analytical reports of the collected data on the farm (individual) and regional (landscape) level Including:
· Creating and editing visual content including maps, charts, and graphs. 
· Transforming data sets, quantitative and qualitative analysis into compelling visuals. 
· Providing visual, technical and editorial guidance. 
· Preparing reports and presentations to communicate the insights and findings from the data to the Project Manager.
· Working closely with the communications team to help promote EIT Food RAW program content including reports, briefs, commentary and visual data.
· Measure the social, environmental and economic gains as a result of the RAW program activities using the Social Return on Investment (SROI) methodology and providing the corresponding outcomes (for 12 pre-defined by EIT Food manager farms participated in RAW program) in the form of the complete report with regional (landscape) focus. 
2.2. Invoices and program relevant documentation collection:
· Monitor and manage program documents receiving to ensure its timely collection from advice producers (advisors) and delivering them to the Project Manager.
· Review and verify accuracy of invoices and other financial records.
· Contact advisors by phone, email, or mail to discuss outstanding payments and resolve any documentation and payment discrepancies.
· Maintain accurate records of all interactions with advisors, payments and documents collection activities.
· Collaborate with the accounting department to reconcile and resolve any payment discrepancies or billing errors.
· Generate and send regular reports to the Project Manager regarding outstanding invoices, documents collection activities, and program budget consumption status.
· Follow up with advisors to ensure payment commitments are honored and resolve any issues delaying payment.
· Stay updated on the program activities performance status.
· Provide advisors support services by addressing their inquiries and resolving any concerns regarding documents collection or payment issues.
3. Selection process
Interested candidates are invited to submit their using the EIT Food Regenerative Agriculture Advisor – Application Form for LOT 1 and EIT Food Regenerative Agriculture Administrative support – Application Form for LOT 2 below. 
Please send the electronic version of the application to: oksana.hrynevych@eitfood.eu and write in the subject line of your e-mail: Application –Advisor for Regenerative Agriculture Work (LOT 1) and Application – Administrative support for Regenerative Agriculture (LOT 2). Incomplete applications or applications submitted by ineligible candidates will be automatically rejected. Complete applications received by EIT Food will be evaluated by a committee including representatives of EIT Food using selection criteria presented in point 4.  
EIT Food reserves the right to designate the subcontractors only if the submitted applications ensure excellence and value for money, and to relaunch the call if the present selection process would not yield satisfactory results. EIT Food reserves the right to contact the applicants by e-mail or phone asking for additional explanations or supporting documents, and to schedule selection interviews with short-listed candidates. All applications will be evaluated using transparent selection criteria and the results of the call will be directly communicated to all applicants participating in the call.

4. Selection criteria
All applicants will be evaluated considering the following criteria as they relate to regenerative agriculture:
1. Experience in training and advising farmers (for LOT 1 only): courses previously taught by the applicant with examples of curricula, approximate number and type of farmers advised.
2. Experience in administrative support (especially in the agrisector and collaboration with farmers, agronomists, professional advisors), data visualization and data analysis (for LOT 2 only): organization and administrative support of the sector related projects, reporting experience, data processing and visualisation.
3. Educational background and understanding of both the technical and business aspects of farming.
4. Role in the ecosystem: applicant’s network and experience in regenerative agriculture.
5. Areas of expertise: for example: horticulture, fruit trees, grains and legumes, animal husbandry, agroforestry, etc. These criteria will be taken into account in order to create a diverse team of professionals. 
6. Approach to regenerative agriculture: understanding of what the transition to regenerative agriculture entails for farmers and communities on both a personal and economic level.
For agronomic services firms and companies (not individuals) applications will be evaluated according to the experts proposed (as above) and demonstrated capability and proposal to coordinate the work of advisors proposed.
5. Remuneration
LOT 1. EIT Food will pay the subcontractor based on daily / hourly rate for physical visits, distance to farm and number of farms supported. 
LOT 2. The subcontractor must indicate in the application form the fee for their services excluding VAT.
6. Application Form
6.1. EIT Food Regenerative Agriculture Advisor – Application Form (LOT 1)
Please fill in the application form, ensuring that all fields are completed. Please submit the application in electronic format both as PDF and editable MS Word files by 10th February 2025 to: oksana.hrynevych@eitfood.eu. advisors currently collaborating with EIT Food need only send their updated CVs. 

	LOT Number
	

	Name of the applicant
	

	Name of company or organization if applicant represents a legal entity
	

	Office address
(street, postal code city, province and country)
	

	E-mail
	

	Phone

	Please describe your educational background including university degrees, post-graduate work, courses in agronomy, sustainable farming or any other disciplines that you consider relevant. (Educational background)


	



	Based on your experience with farmers, what are the main bottlenecks you see for the adoption at scale of regenerative agriculture? From your perspective, what might be the role of the different stakeholders of the primary sector? (Experience in training and advising farmers. Role in ecosystem)

	



	Based on your experience, tell us which financial mechanisms are needed for scaling regenerative agriculture at farm level?   What is your experience with different funding mechanisms (private or public) applied to agriculture?
(Experience in training and advising farmers, Role in ecosystem)

	



	Please tell us your areas of expertise within the field of regenerative agriculture: farming, animal husbandry, agroforestry, types of crops, climates and soils, etc.
(Areas of expertise)

	

	In which areas you think you are not expert and you would like to develop as an external advisor at EIT Food?

	

	What do you expect from the Regenerative Agriculture Program at EIT Food? 

	



By submitting this application form, I confirm that the information provided above correctly represents the scope of my activities and plans. I give consent to processing the application by EIT Food, its Co-Location Centres involved in the evaluation process and am willing to cooperate to provide further information or documents confirming the facts presented above. If selected by EIT Food, I declare the willingness to act as a subcontractor of the EIT Food Regenerative Agriculture Program in 2025 based on conditions described in the Call for Experts Advisors in Regenerative Agriculture. 

Date, place: …………………………………………………………………… 
Name of applicant: …………………………………………………………………… 

6.2. EIT Food Regenerative Agriculture Administrative support – Application Form (LOT 2)
Please fill in the application form, ensuring that all fields are completed. Please submit the application in electronic format both as PDF and editable MS Word files by 10th February 2025 to: oksana.hrynevych@eitfood.eu. 
	LOT Number
	

	Name of the applicant
	

	Name of company or organization if applicant represents a legal entity
	

	Office address
(street, postal code city, province and country)
	

	E-mail
	

	Phone

	Please describe your educational background including university degrees, post-graduate work, courses in agronomy, sustainable farming or any other disciplines that you consider relevant. (Educational background)


	



	Based on your experience, tell us which financial mechanisms are needed for scaling regenerative agriculture from farm to landscape level?   What is your experience with different funding mechanisms (private or public) applied to agriculture?
(Experience in training and advising farmers, Role in ecosystem)

	



	Please tell us your areas of expertise within the field of regenerative agriculture: farming, animal husbandry, agroforestry, types of crops, climates and soils, etc.
(Areas of expertise)

	


	What do you expect from the Regenerative Agriculture Program at EIT Food? 

	 


	How can you help to improve the Regenerative Agriculture program internal administrative processes?

	




By submitting this application form, I confirm that the information provided above correctly represents the scope of my activities and plans. I give consent to processing the application by EIT Food, its Co-Location Centres involved in the evaluation process and am willing to cooperate to provide further information or documents confirming the facts presented above. If selected by EIT Food, I declare the willingness to act as a subcontractor of the EIT Food Regenerative Agriculture Program in 2025 based on conditions described in the Call for Experts Advisors in Regenerative Agriculture. 

Date, place: …………………………………………………………………… 
Name of applicant: ……………………………………………………………………
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